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last dying moment of consciousness, if, indeed, she were fully
conscious, the white staff which would make Shrewsbury Lord
Treasurer and head of the Government was given to this tool
of the Hanoverian part}'.
From that moment the issue was decided. The armed force
was collected and made ready; the Elector was summoned
to come to England; and when the Queen died on August i
the change in dynasty took place and the Elector of Hanover
was made King George I of England. Bolingbroke fled to
France.
The Fifteen.   Had James III struck, by a prepared plan,
at the very moment of the Queen's death the young man might
have succeeded.   But everything was mishandled, though the
national feeling in Scotland' violently opposed the Hanoverians,
as did the mass of opinion in England outside London—
especially in the West.   An armed force was necessary to James
III, and an armed force which should have been ready to act
at once.   It could come only from France.   But the last days of
Louis XIV were allowed to pass without action.   The French
King died on September i, thirteen months after Anne, with
nothing accomplished for James, in spite of Bolingbroke's
unceasing industry and energy for the legitimate cause.   He
saw then that it was too late, and sent word from abroad to say
so; meanwhile James had imprudently taken the matter into his
own hands.   He commissioned the Earl of Mar, who was Secre-
tary for Scotland at Anne's death, to act for him.  The English
Ambassador tried to get James assassinated, and the new French
Government, the regency of the Duke of Orleans, wiiich was
strongly in favour of peace with England, may have been privy
to the attempt.   James got away from Saint-Malo.   The Whigs
and their Hanoverian Prince had about 8000 troops under arms,
and had asked for 6000 Dutchmen to come and help, while
Argyll, the hereditary opponent in Scotland of the Scottish
national feeling, was pitted against Mar.   Mar raised the High-
landers, but the Hanoverians held Stirling, which is the key-
point of all Scotland, being the stronghold in the strategic * wasp-
waist* between the Highlands and the Lowlands, barring any
effort from the Grampians southward.   A detachment which
went across the Forth to surprise Edinburgh failed, but went
down into England by the other side of the Border. It was joined
by a certain number of English, but on reaching Preston many of
470

